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F
or more than a month now,
since the current kitchen man-
ager had to leave work, Judy

Tiedemann has come into the
Salvation Army every day to start
lunch for the Loaves and Fishes
program.

Tiedemann told Donna Harris,
executive director of the
Brownwood Salvation Army, that
if she needed anything, to just
call. So, when Loaves and Fishes
needed a kitchen manager, in
early January, Tiedemann was the
first person Harris
dialed.

“I called her up
and said ‘Well, you
said…’,” Harris
explained. “She’s
been here every day
since.”

Though she
“reports for duty”
daily for hours at a
time, Tiedemann
said she hardly
notices that she
tends to be at the
Salvation Army a lot.
Even so, she said,
she really doesn’t
mind.

Tiedemann and
her husband Russell
first came to Brownwood when
they evacuated from their home
in Lumberton, near Beaumont,
during Hurricane Rita in
September of 2005. When the
couple arrived in Brownwood, the
Salvation Army was a great help
to them, she explained.

For the last two kettle seasons,
the Tiedemanns were devoted bell
ringers.

“We had many, many sincere
donations and it was a whole lot
of fun,” she said.

Judy Tiedemann said she was
happy to do the hours because
the donations pay for so many
things that the majority of
Brownwood never knows about.

This past year Tiedemann had
been introduced to volunteering
in the kitchen. When she was a
refugee from the hurricane, she
said, the Loaves and Fishes
Ministry really helped them.

“I could volunteer to try to pay
back the kindness that was shown

to us,” Tiedemann said.
Tiedemann said she came and

volunteered in the kitchen every
so often until she fell out of the
habit. Now she comes in every
day, except for when the facility
had to close due to inclement
weather the first week of
February.

She said she may not get paid,
but the benefits are fantastic.
Tiedemann has made many
friends volunteering for the
Salvation Army.

Tiedemann said this is not the
first kitchen where she has volun-

teered. As the moth-
er of five children,
Tiedemann has vol-
unteered with many
different organiza-
tions her children
were involved in.
Russell Tiedemann
was a campfire
ranger for the
Campfire Boys and
Girls one summer
and Judy Tiedemann
went with him and
spent her summer
volunteering in the
kitchen.

“Its not hard cook-
ing for that many
people,” she said.
“Its easier for me to

cook for that many people than
to cook for two.”

On average the kitchen cooks
for 150 people.

“Even when we were crawling
across the ice we had approxi-
mately 75,” she said.

Tiedemann said she was in
good company in the kitchen.

“The people who come in here
to volunteer are all ages,” she
said. “They come here with a giv-
ing heart.”

She said they laugh, joke and
tell stories while they work to
feed the hungry and there are just
as many regular men volunteers
as women.

“I think that is really neat,”
Tiedemann said.

Harris called Tiedemann “a trea-
sure” and said she was proud that
she had many volunteers like her.

“Some of the people who come
in here, it breaks your heart,”
Tiedemann said. “I can’t do any-
thing for a lot of those people,

BY ASHLEY FUQUAY
BROWNWOOD BULLETIN

J
im Ruder, 70, pushes
the book and magazine
cart out of the elevator

and onto the second floor
and into the maternity
wing as a familiar lullaby
sounds over the intercom.
A baby had just been born.

“That’s just neat, is it,”
Ruder said with a smile as
he continued his route giv-
ing out magazines and
books to patients.

Ruder has been a volun-
teer through Brownwood
Region Medical Center’s
Hospital Auxiliary for four
years. As he walks through
the hall volunteers and
staff alike acknowledge
him with a smile and call
him by name. 

The Hospital Auxiliary is
a volunteer program that
has been going on at the
hospital for over 40 years.
The volunteers assist the
staff and make sure
patients and visitors are
well taken care of through
a number of services.

Some volunteers help
run the information desk,
giving directions to visitors
and answering phones,
some distribute mail and
flowers to patients, some
monitor waiting rooms and
others run the gift shop. 

Ruder is the service
chairperson of the book
cart service. He spends
most days running the
book and magazine cart.
He straightens magazines
and books in waiting
rooms and distributes
reading materials, donated
to the hospital, to patients
rooms.

“Folks like to have some-
thing to do,”Ruder said.
“You get to meet every per-
son in the hospital if
they’re not sleepy.”

Ruder said he considers
it another part of his job to
put smiles on faces. He

explained that some of the
people in the hospital are
feeling on edge.

“We try to relieve some
of that tension,” Ruder
said.

Before Ruder retired in
2000, he worked for 3M.
He worked in customer
relations, quality assurance
and environmental and
industrial safety.

“I had a lot of hats,” he
said.

Ruder said he started
volunteering at the hospi-
tal in 2007 because when
he and his wife retired first
they traveled around, but
then his wife became heav-
ily involved in Christian
Women’s Job Corps. Ruder
found himself at home all
by himself, so he decided
to fill his time volunteering
as well.

“I enjoy interacting with
people,” Ruder said. “I
have enjoyed being helpful
to others.”

He described himself as
a person who needed to
have something to do
everyday.

When Ruder is not volun-
teering at the hospital, he
is an active member of
Coggin Avenue Baptist
Church and is the presi-
dent of New Vision Singers,
a singing group consisting
of almost 20 seniors.

“I enjoy singing with
them,” Ruder said.

He said the group does a
musical program at a nurs-
ing home once a week
from September through
May.

The Brownwood Region
Medical Center Hospital
Auxiliary 61 active mem-
bers and proceeds from
the gift shop, run by
women in the hospital aux-
iliary, are given as scholar-
ships to students wanting
to pursue a degree in a
medical field. 

Making hospital stays brighter
Jim Ruder volunteers for Brownwood Regional Medical Center Auxiliary

Giving back after having received
Former hurricane evacuee volunteers for Salvation Army programs

ABOVE: Jim Ruder,
Brownwood Regional
Medical Center Hospital
Auxiliary volunteer, push-
es the book and maga-
zine cart, finishing his
round through the hospi-
tal handing out reading
materials to patients and
guests.

LEFT: Ruder looks in on
waiting room to check on
visitors.
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Judy Tiedemann

Some of
the people
who come in
here, it breaks
your heart. I
can’t do any-
thing for a lot
of those peo-
ple, but by
God I can
cook.”

“ 

ABOVE: Judy Tiedemann
cuts cake for the days lunch
while joking with fellow vol-

unteers.

RIGHT: Hilda Foster poses
with Tiedemann while

preparing for another day’s
meal at the Salvation Army.
On average 150 people are
fed each day at the facility. 
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