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VIEWPOINT

If you’vc been putting off buying your
Girl Scout cookies this year, time is almost
up.

Today is the final opportunity to pur-
chase the popular product that comes in
multiple flavors to satisfy the tastebuds of
almost everyone. It doesn’t hurt that the
proceeds of cookie sales go to support Girl
Scout programs and make it possible for
youngsters to participate in activities they
might otherwise never experience. It also
doesn’t hurt that the product itself is excel-
lent.

In the process, Girl Scouts also learn

some valuable life-skills as they contact
family members, friends and members of
the public in general about making their
purchase.

But after today, customers will have to
wait until next year for that opportunity.

Many buyers purchase in bulk, because
they want to enjoy them throughout the
year. And that’s easy to do, because the
cookies can be stored in the household
freezer and be brought out, thawed and
enjoyed in the months to come.

Today’s the day. Take advantage.
Brownwood Bulletin

During church
worship, friend Wu
Pu-yi, is not a fan
of choruses led by
snare drums and
drum majors. If
Bro. Wu goes into
a church auditori-
um and sees drums
and big boom box
speakers, he will
run out as fast as
he can. He will not
stop running until
he is out of ear-
shot of the “worship.”

The pastor of a contem-
porary church, The Right
Rev. J. Frank Sneedboro,
B.A., B.D., M.A., etc., once
tried to explain today’s
church songs to Ralli. He
told him it was an effort to
reach the young people.
Today’s youth are different
from the days of the Indian
preacher Choctaw Bill. A
lot of youngsters don’t have
a good time unless the
music demands ear-plugs.
They like these so-called
concerts where the more
noise the better. So when
they get to church they want
to carry on with that “high”
they got on the night before.

Old friend Alex Kane (a
self-made Bible scholar)
tried to explain to his cousin
Wu that according to the
Bible, the apostles all held
contemporary services. The
only traditional kind they
had was in an orthodox
Jewish Tabernacle. Not too
many of those were built
after Joshua took over for
Moses. That old desert
tabernacle was all Moses
knew for worship. Joshua
and his descendents spent
more time on the battle field
than in worship.

Even after the Israelites
got a temple, they kept on
fighting until only the tribe
of Judah was left. “Their

offspring,” Kane
tells me, “opened
the first syna-
gogue when they
got back to
Jerusalem” (they
spent 70 years as
refugees in
Babylon).

As fast as ole
Wu Pu-yi runs, I
can outrun him
when trying to
avoid the “7 Up”
song services:

hold up your hands and sing
a ditty-chorus seven times.
Sometimes it is called “7-
11” taking seven lines and
singing them 11 times. I
spoke in the chapel of
Howard Payne University
some time back, and I was
not sure there would be a
stage to stand on when the
youths finished their stomp-
ing version of “special
music.”

I don’t encourage the
reading of blogs (except my
own), but one caught my
attention is titled, “Why
Churches with Pipe Organs
Will Soon Be Condos.” The
writer’s proposal is pipe
organs are old-fashioned. A
church must move with the
times, and removing the
organ is a start. Can you
imagine what Martin
Luther’s “A Mighty
Fortress is Our God” would
sound like on a guitar and
snare drum?

I don’t know what uni-
verse this guy has been liv-
ing in, but apparently he
enjoys upsetting the older
set who go to worship. I am
all for innovation and cre-
ative new approaches in
sharing the faith of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Music has
probably brought more peo-
ple to a personal faith in
Christ than all the preachers
of the ages. Real music has

inspired the faith for cen-
turies. Today’s lite-gospel-
diddies are too shallow to
grow our faith.

I asked Nancy Cheng, a
young author in Shanghai,
what got her interested in
the church and the Christian
message. Cheng, whose
novels have been made into
films, told me she was
walking along the street one
Sunday morning and the
music coming from the
Muen Church just grabbed
her. She had never been in a
church before, but paused
to go in and listen to the
choir and service. She said
she had no idea what the
man was talking about, but
she was moved by the
music. She eventually
believed.

This blogger writes,
“Most churches that have
pipe organs are old, in pos-
sibly redeveloping areas
where trendy condos just
might take root.”

Well, “trendy” is not a
part of the Ten
Commandments and not
mentioned in the Sermon
on the Mount in the Gospel
of Matthew, Chapters Five,
Six and Seven. The Church
of Christ denomination uses
no organs or pianos or
drums. They can sing har-
mony without instruments.
Their churches have no fear
of becoming condos.

Wu Pu-yi likes old time
religion and organs. I agree
with him on pipe organs.
They help drown out my
own bad hymn-singing bet-
ter than the mandolins.

Britt Towery is a former missionary,
freelance writer and published author
of “Carey Daniel’s China Jewell, story
of the Gal from Buffalo Gap.” His
columns are published in the Bulletin
on Fridays. He welcomes reader feed-
back at bet@suddenlink.net. Other
columns are available on his Web
site, www.britt-towery.blogspot.com.

We’ve lost decorum in worship 
To the editor:

I read an article in Abilene Reporter-
News Jan. 14 about a woman who has celi-
ac, which means she cannot eat anything
that has wheat in it. I have that same prob-
lem, and trying to find gluten free foods in
Brownwood is very hard to do. Gluten in
wheat, rye and barley damages the villi of
the small intestine, where nutrients are
absorbed. Gluten is like poison to a celiac.
It causes digestive or skin symptoms. There
is no cure or magic pill, it can only be con-
trolled by diet. Rice and corn are grains we
can eat.

I want to thank Kroger for having us a
section of gluten free foods, but we need
more variety. I contracted Brookshire’s

manager about a gluten-free food aisle but
as of this week, they have not done any-
thing about it.

Eating out is also a challenge, some
restaurants now have gluten-free menus,
but it is important not to contaminate our
food with wheat food. There are quite a few
people in Brownwood with this same prob-
lem. Some have children which I’m sure is
harder to shop for.

We appreciate more support and help
from our local grocery stores and restau-
rants. Otherwise, we have to shop out of
town or go online for our groceries.

Thanks.
Twila Walker
Brownwood

Curtain call for Girl Scout cookies

EDITORIAL

Letter to the Editor
More gluten-free options needed

Those of us on the Bulletin’s staff
who have drawn the weekly assign-
ment of writing columns will approach
that task in different ways, Usually,
though, we have one thing in common.
It doesn’t matter if it’s the soft-focus
reflections of life sketched by Candace
Cooksey Fulton, the rant du jour boil-
ing over from John Kliebenstein, the
cat-juggling potpourri provided by
Steve Nash, the insightful observations
of Bob Brincefield (I’d be saying that
even if he wasn’t our leader), or the
where-did-that-come-from ramblings
spun by yours truly. We all experience
a week full of living right here in Bayou city,
and something that happens along the way
prompts us to share a few thoughts about it.

Almost a full week of my experiences ear-
lier this month was absorbed at Brownwood
Regional Medical Center, where I was a
patient until a week ago yesterday. Whenever
someone of my age goes down – someone
with a predisposition to questionable menu
choices and whose physical activity is limit-
ed to tap-dancing when a story doesn’t get in
the paper – everybody points first in the
direction of cardiology. Fortunately (if there
is any good fortune to be found in this), that
was not my case. Rather, it was a pulmonary
problem. It’s a recurring malady I’ve been
battling, but this time it advanced into a par-
ticularly nasty version of the chest infections
troubling many Brown County residents this
winter.

Less than a day into this adventure, when

the more life-threatening diag-
nosis had been ruled out, I was
moved to a floor where I
received the daily cocktail of
antibiotic drip my lungs
craved. That opened a tele-
metry room for another patient
needing more intensive moni-
toring. What remained for me
was to endure the hurry-up-
and-wait healing process while
the medicine did its magic.
Never has the prayer, “Lord,
give me patience, and give it to
me now,” been more appropri-

ate for me.
The Bulletin has been reporting for sever-

al years that Brownwood Regional has
repeatedly won national recognition for suc-
cess in improving and maintaining a top-
notch level of quality, courteous and profes-
sional medical care. OK, sure, that all sounds
well and good, but every industry has a
reward system where their folks travel to
some lovely resort, eat a steak dinner, pat
each other on the back, hand out certificates
and go home with a photo and press release.
I saw several such honors prominently post-
ed. On my particular floor, certificate after
certificate lined the walls attesting to top per-
formance in patient satisfaction surveys. I’m
told other wings have those too.

But such awards, recognitions and glow-
ing customer surveys are seen in a different
light when it’s you who is on the receiving
end of those services. And there’s no pun

intended, just in case today’s readers include
the nurse who grinned mischievously when
my wife asked why the nurse was carrying a
second thermometer. The nurse said if I
cared to roll over, she would show us why.

Unless you are a nurse, are related to a
nurse or are best friends with a nurse, you
may not fully appreciate a nurse’s sense of
humor. It happens that I do. My late mother-
in-law was a registered nurse, and most of
her career was spent in an era before the fear
of litigation had taken control of U.S. society.
My wife and her sister lovingly tell stories
about their mother’s bizarre stunts, but they
always choose their audiences carefully.
Let’s just say you can’t make that stuff up.

Please understand. The tough decisions
about types of medication, amounts and tim-
ing of doses, the meanings of tests and many
other such matters were in the hands — in
my case — of Drs. Tamara Cox and Ranjana
Nigalye. But after those decisions are made,
the heavy lifting then goes to a seemingly
endless army of nurses.

Endless? Yes, I know there’s a nurse
shortage. Brownwood is growing its own as
fast as it can while recruiting from all over
Texas and throughout the United States, and
still more are needed. It’s a career that’s wide
open right now, with an even stronger future.
But it takes a special person to accept this
professional challenge.

Hopefully, I didn’t create too much of a
bother while a patient. I know that in nearby
rooms, the doctors and nurses were all caring
for dozens of illnesses much more serious

than mine. But I never got the sense that any-
one’s focus was anywhere else but on me.

To those who are suffering, nurses are
angels in uniforms. But out of the hospital,
they are disguised as spouses, parents and
grandparents working 12-hour shifts in order
to take care of my sorry situation while their
own lives go on too. During some slower
moments, several of them paused to share
what was happening, good and bad, in their
lives. Then there was the nurse who told me
that last year, she had the same illness I did,
and I should feel fortunate. She was hospital-
ized for three weeks, not just five days.

I’m sure they face difficulties I can’t fath-
om. Many days, they work shorthanded, just
as my dedicated co-workers did while I
recovered. On other days, delivery of med-
ical supplies may be late. On some days,
everybody on the floor has to have an IV
replaced. From a distance, while walking the
halls trying to get some air to flow through
me once again, I could hear whispers of such
frustrations when the nurses had a few
moments to talk shop. But never did any-
thing but a cheerful smile and an uplifting
word find its way into this patient’s room.

It was so good to see them every time they
slipped in to offer some medication to ease
my discomfort, or even just to bring a pitch-
er of ice water to quench a thirst. So it almost
– almost – didn’t matter that they all carried
a second thermometer with them.

Gene Deason is editor of the Brownwood Bulletin. His column
appears on Friday. He may be reached by e-mail at
gene.deason@brownwoodbulletin.com.

Mystery of where the second thermometer went is solved

Gene
Deason
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Britt
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Along the Way
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